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town of Brauron. Chosen Athenian maidens between
the ages of five and ten years, dressed in saffron-colored
garments, went in solemn procession to the sanctuary of
the goddess, where they performed a propitiatory rite, in
which they imitated bears, an animal sacred to Artemis.
Every maiden of Athens, before she could marry, must
have once taken part in this festival and consecrated her-
self to the goddess. There was also a precinct of Artemis
Brauronia on the Acropolis, and doubtless this ceremony
was also performed there. Almost everywhere this virgin
goddess was revered by young girls as the guardian of
their maiden years, and before marriage it was the custom
that the bride should dedicate to Artemis a lock of her
hair, her girdle, and her maiden tunic.

Maidens also took part in the worship of the twin
brother of Artemis, Apollo, in the island of Delos, which
was the birthplace of the god and goddess. The celebra-
tion was a festival of youth and beauty, of poetry and
art. Aristocratic maidens of Athens joined with those of
the seat of the Delphian confederacy over which Athens
presided in making the occasion emphasize the power and
splendor of Athens in the height of its greatness.

" Once every five years, in the spring, a solemn festi-
val recalled the anniversary of the birth of the god. The
maidens of Delos, wearing their richest attire, and crowned
with flowers, united in joyous chorus around the altar,
and represented in sacred dances the story of the birth
of Apollo. Others, with garlands of flowers in their hands,
went to hang them on the ancient statue of the goddess,
which Theseus had, according to tradition, brought from
Crete to Delos. From all parts of Greece, from the
islands, and from Asia, solemn embassies, sacred theorice,
landed in the harbor. The most brilliant was that of the
Athenians, who were long the suzerains of the island.